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1
BUILDING AUTOMATION AND CONTROL
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR OPERATING
THE SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present disclosure relates to subject matter contained
in priority Korean Application No. 10-2012-0018185, filed
on Feb. 22, 2012, which is herein expressly incorporated by
reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present disclosure relates to a building automation
and control system for integrating a plurality of protocols to
control a building and a method for operating the same.

2. Description of the Related Art

In recent years, it has been required a change to intelligent
buildings (IBs) capable of maximizing intellectual produc-
tivity and maintaining a pleasant office environment. A
building automation and control system for automating the
intelligent building may require real-time monitoring and
control.

In recent years, the building automation and control
system may provide various functions such as heating and
cooling, ventilation, lighting, disaster prevention, security,
access control, and the like, using mainly a building auto-
mation and control network (BACnet) which is one of open
protocols. The BACnet is an open communication protocol
for building automation adopted by the American ANSI/
ASHRAE standard. The present BACnet is an American and
European standard, and was domestically established as an
industrial standard at the end of 1999. The BACnet can
support various communication media, and provide a lot of
flexibility in constructing a system. Furthermore, the
BAChnet defines a standardized object by introducing an
object-oriented concept in order to provide the flexibility of
such a system.

On the other hand, companies who possess each sub-
system have difficulty in completely changing their own
protocol. Due to this, there coexist a BACnet protocol and
a heterogeneous communication protocol, and thus in case
of a system that does not support a BACnet protocol, a
BAChnet gateway may be required to perform communica-
tion with a network controller. The BACnet gateway per-
forms the role of protocol conversion and routing between a
non-BACnet controller and a BACnet controller, thereby
allowing two controllers and facilities or devices connected
to the controllers to be linked to one another.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object according to the embodiments of the present
disclosure is to provide a building automation and control
system and a method of operating the same capable of
controlling devices in a building in which there coexist two
or more communication protocols without using a BACnet
gateway.

In a building automation and control system for automat-
ing and controlling a building configured with one or more
sub-nets, the building automation and control system
according to an embodiment may include a building con-
troller configured to control devices installed in a building to
form the sub-net, a first device connected to the building
controller using a first protocol to transmit and receive first
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data, and a second device connected to the building con-
troller using a second protocol to transmit and receive
second data, wherein the building controller includes a first
module for processing the first data using the first protocol,
and converting and processing the second data into the data
of the first protocol, a second module for processing the
second data using the second protocol, and converting and
processing the first data into the data of the second protocol.

In a building automation and control system according to
an embodiment, the building automation and control system
according to another embodiment may further include a first
central control server connected to the building controller
using the first protocol to control a sub-net installed with the
first device based on the first data, and a second central
control server connected thereto using the second protocol to
control a sub-net installed with the second device based on
the second data.

According to the embodiments, the first module may
include a first server communication unit configured to
transmit and receive the first data to and from the first central
control server, a first data conversion unit configured to
convert the first data into the data of the second protocol, and
a first device communication unit configured to transmit and
receive the first data to and from the first device.

Furthermore, the second module may include a second
server communication unit configured to transmit and
receive the second data to and from the second central
control server, a second data conversion unit configured to
convert the second data into the data of the first protocol, and
a second device communication unit configured to transmit
and receive the second data to and from the second device.

A method of operating a building automation and control
system according to an embodiment may include a building
controller connected to devices within a building configured
with a plurality of sub-nets using different protocols, respec-
tively, to transmit and receive data and control devices
forming the sub-net based on the data, and configured to
automate and control the building using the building con-
troller, and the method may include a data receiving step of
receiving the data from the device, a first determination step
of determining whether or not the data is first protocol data,
a second determination step of determining whether or not
the destination of the data uses the first protocol, and a data
transmission step of transmitting the data to the destination
according to a determination result of the first and the second
determination step.

A method of operating a building automation and control
system according to another embodiment may include a
building controller connected to devices within a building
configured with a plurality of sub-nets using different pro-
tocols, respectively, to transmit and receive data and control
devices forming the sub-net based on the data and a central
control server connected to the building controller, and
configured to automate and control the building using the
building controller, and the method may include a data
receiving step of receiving the data from the central control
server, a first determination step of determining whether or
not the data is first protocol data, a second determination
step of determining a protocol of the relevant device subject
to the data, a data transmission step of transmitting the data
to the relevant device according to a determination result of
the first and second determination step, a step of receiving
response data from the relevant device, a third determination
step of determining a protocol of the central control server,
and a response data transmission step of transmitting the
response data to the central control server according to a
determination result of the third determination step.
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According to the embodiments of the present disclosure,
a building controller may process data using a plurality of
protocols without using a BACnet gateway, thereby control-
ling devices in a building coexisting with two or more
protocols.

According to the embodiments of the present disclosure,
sub-systems having different their own protocols, respec-
tively, may be integrated to establish a building automation
and control system, and data may be processed using a
single building controller, thereby enhancing the scalability
and stability of the system.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are included to pro-
vide a further understanding of the invention and are incor-
porated in and constitute a part of this specification, illustrate
embodiments of the invention and together with the descrip-
tion serve to explain the principles of the invention.

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram schematically illustrating the
configuration of a building automation and control system
according to an embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram schematically illustrating the
configuration of a building automation and control system
according to another embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram schematically illustrating the
configuration of a building controller according to an
embodiment; and

FIGS. 4 and 5 are flow charts schematically illustrating a
method of operating a building automation and control
system according to the embodiments of the present disclo-
sure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

Referring to FIG. 1, in a building automation and control
system for automating and controlling a building configured
with one or more sub-nets, the building automation and
control system according to an embodiment may include a
building controller 100 configured to control devices
installed in a building to form the sub-net, a first device 210
connected to the building controller using a first protocol to
transmit and receive first data, and a second device 220
connected to the building controller using a second protocol
to transmit and receive second data.

Here, the building controller 100 may include a first
module 110 for processing the first data using the first
protocol, and converting and processing the second data into
the data of the first protocol, and a second module 120 for
processing the second data using the second protocol, and
converting and processing the first data into the data of the
second protocol.

The data may include all of operation information, status
information, message, response, and the like. The first
protocol may be a BACnet protocol, and the second protocol
may be one of transmission control protocol (TCP), user
datagram protocol (UDP), serial, and parallel, or one of open
communication protocols excluding the BACnet. As an open
communication protocol, the BACnet protocol has a struc-
ture having only four layers of the seven layer OSI, and the
only required function is used as a function of the lower
layer, and a significant portion of the OSI function is
remained in the application layer. The detailed description of
the BACnet protocol or other protocols will be omitted.
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The sub-net may be formed in one or more sub-system
including air conditioning such as heating and cooling,
ventilation and the like, lighting, disaster prevention, secu-
rity, and access control. Devices connected to the sub-net
may include the foregoing first devices and second devices.
Devices constituting each sub-system may be divided into
facilities and equipment. The facility is the sub-system itself
or a large scale of device for dividing the sub-system into
two or more and the equipment is a small scale of device
constituting the facilities.

The facility refers to a heating and cooling device (air
conditioner), an air handling unit, a fan, a boiler, a cooling
tower, a pump, a freezer, a lighting device, a power device,
a fire device, a disaster prevention device, a security device,
an access control device, and the like, for example. In case
where the air conditioner is a facility, the equipment denotes
a compressor, a fan, a temperature sensor and the like, for
example. Building automation and control is carried out
based on a supervisory point for one control or monitoring
which is so called a monitoring and control point. A building
automation and control system configures one or more
monitoring and control points for devices, namely, facilities
or equipment, and performs monitoring, control and the like
for the device through a value of the relevant monitoring and
control point. As a monitoring or control item used in a
facility or equipment, for example, the monitoring and
control point refers to control, monitor, error, and the like.

The building controller 100 may be a microcomputer for
recording and storing all the related information such as
control outputs and status changes of the devices in a
building which are connected to the sub-net, and controlling
and monitoring the devices according to an operational logic
within a monitoring and control program. The building
controller 100 directly controls the input and output signals
of'the devices 210, 220 using monitoring and control at each
monitoring and control point for the facilities and equipment
of'the sub-system provided in a building, and its own built-in
function.

Upon receiving data from devices, the building controller
100 determines which protocol is used by a device that has
transmitted the relevant data and which protocol is used by
a device that will transmit the relevant data. In other words,
the building controller determines whether data that has
been received from the device is first protocol data or second
protocol data. Of course, the building controller can recog-
nize whether it is data transmitted from the first device or
data transmitted from the second device based on the
connection status, and thus immediately determine which
protocol is used therein. For example, the first module 110
receives the data of the first device 210 and the second
module 120 receives the data of the second device 220,
respectively. Then, the building controller determines which
protocol is used by the destination of the relevant data.

For example, it will be described as follows. In other
words, when the data received by the building controller is
the first protocol data, and the destination uses the first
protocol, the building controller transmits the data to the
destination without protocol conversion. When the received
data is the first protocol data, and the destination uses the
second protocol, the building controller converts the data
into second protocol data and transmits the converted second
protocol data to the destination. On the contrary, when the
received data is the second protocol data, and the destination
uses the first protocol, the building controller converts the
data into first protocol data and transmits the converted first
protocol data to the destination. When the received data is
the second protocol data, and the destination uses the second
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protocol, the building controller transmits the data to the
destination without protocol conversion. The building con-
troller may receive the data as the need arises, and then
process the received data and then transmit the processed
data to the destination. Here, the destination may be devices
in another sub-net, or a central control server connected to
the building controller.

Referring to FIG. 2, in a building automation and control
system for automating and controlling a building configured
with one or more sub-nets, the building automation and
control system according to another embodiment may
include a building controller 100 configured to control
devices installed in a building to form the sub-net, a first
device 210 connected to the building controller using a first
protocol to transmit and receive first data, and a second
device 220 connected to the building controller using a
second protocol to transmit and receive second data, a first
central control server 310 connected to the building con-
troller 100 using the first protocol to control a sub-net
installed with the first device based on the first data, and a
second central control server 320 connected thereto using
the second protocol to control a sub-net installed with the
second device based on the second data. Here, the building
controller 100 may include a first module 110 and a second
module 120 as illustrated in one embodiment. Furthermore,
the first central control server 310 and second central control
server 320 may be configured with separate equipment, but
may be also configured in the form of two modules within
one equipment.

The first protocol may be a BACnet protocol. The second
protocol may be one of TCP, UDP, serial, and parallel, or one
of open communication protocols excluding the BACnet.
The sub-net may be formed in one or more sub-system
including air conditioning such as heating and cooling,
ventilation and the like, lighting, disaster prevention, secu-
rity, and access control. Their redundant description dis-
closed in the foregoing embodiment will be omitted and
substituted by the earlier description.

Upon receiving data from a central control server or
devices, the building controller 100 determines which pro-
tocol is used by a device that has transmitted the relevant
data and which protocol is used by a device that will transmit
the relevant data. In other words, the building controller
determines whether data that has been received from the
central control server or device is first protocol data or
second protocol data. Of course, the building controller can
recognize whether it is data transmitted from the first device
or data transmitted from the second device based on the
connection status, and thus immediately determine which
protocol is used therein. Furthermore, the building controller
may recognize whether it is data transmitted from the first
central control server or data transmitted from the second
central control server based on the connection status, and
thus immediately determine which protocol is used therein.
For example, the first module 110 receives the data of the
first central control server 310 and the second module 120
receives the data of the second central control server 320,
respectively. Then, the building controller determines which
protocol is used by the destination of the relevant data. Here,
the data transmitted by the central control server may further
include various commands, and the data transmitted by the
device may further include response data.

For example, it will be described as follows. In other
words, when the data received by the building controller
from the central control server, namely, command, is the first
protocol data, and a device corresponding to the destination
uses a first device using the first protocol, the building
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controller transmits the data to the first device without
protocol conversion. When the received command is the first
protocol data transmitted by the first central control server,
and the relevant device uses the second protocol as a second
device, the building controller converts the data into second
protocol data and transmits the converted second protocol
data to the second device. On the contrary, when the
received command is the second protocol data transmitted
by the second central control server, and the destination is a
first device using the first protocol, the building controller
converts the data into first protocol data and transmits the
converted first protocol data to the first device. When the
received data is the second protocol data, and the destination
is a second device using the second protocol, the building
controller transmits the data to the second device without
protocol conversion. The building controller may receive the
command as the need arises, and then process the received
data and then transmit the processed data to the relevant
device. On the contrary, the building controller may receive
response data to the relevant command from the relevant
devices, and perform protocol conversion or transmit the
data as it is to the central control server.

Referring to FIG. 3, the first module 110 may include a
first server communication unit 111 configured to transmit
and receive the first data to and from the first central control
server 310, a first data conversion unit 112 configured to
convert the first data into the data of the second protocol, and
a first device communication unit 113 configured to transmit
and receive the first data to and from the first device 210.
The first server communication unit may be omitted in a
system according to an embodiment.

The first module 110 may further include a first storage
unit 114 configured to store the monitoring and control
points of devices forming the sub-net connected to the first
devices into a database.

Furthermore, the second module 120 may include a
second server communication unit 121 configured to trans-
mit and receive the second data to and from the second
central control server 320, a second data conversion unit 122
configured to convert the second data into the data of the first
protocol, and a second device communication unit 123
configured to transmit and receive the second data to and
from the second device 220. The second server communi-
cation unit may be omitted in a system according to an
embodiment.

The second module 120 may further include a second
storage unit 124 configured to store the monitoring and
control points of devices forming the sub-net connected to
the second devices into a database.

The first server communication unit 111 receives first
data, for example, a control command, from the first central
control server 310. The first data conversion unit 112 deter-
mines whether the destination of the control command is a
first device or second device, and converts it into the data of
the second protocol when the destination is a second device.
The first device communication unit 113 transmits a control
command to the first device. The second device communi-
cation unit 123 transmits a control command converted into
the data of the second protocol to the second device. On the
contrary, each device transmits response data to the control
command to the first device communication unit or second
device communication unit. The response data transmitted
by the first device is transmitted as it is to the first central
control server by the first server communication unit 111. On
the contrary, the response data transmitted by the second
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device is converted into the data of the first protocol by the
second data conversion unit 122 and then transmitted to the
first central control server.

Operation information, status information and the like,
received from the first device or second device are also
subject to similar operations and then transmitted to the first
central control server or second central control server. For
example, the second device communication unit 123
receives data from the second device, and the second data
conversion unit determines whether the destination of the
data is a first central control server or second central control
server. In other words, the second data conversion unit
determines whether they are data that should be processed
by the first central control software or data that should be
processed by the second central control software. When they
are information that should be processed by the first central
control server, the second data conversion unit converts
various information into the data of the first protocol. The
first server communication unit or second server communi-
cation unit transmits various information to the first central
control server or second central control server which is the
destination of each server communication unit.

FIG. 4 is a flow chart illustrating a method of operating a
building automation and control system according an
embodiment of the present disclosure. Here, the system may
include a building controller connected to devices within a
building configured with a plurality of sub-nets using dif-
ferent protocols, respectively, to transmit and receive data
and control devices forming the sub-net based on the data.

Referring to FIG. 4, in a method of operating a building
automation and control system for automating and control-
ling the building using the building controller, a method of
operating a building automation and control system accord-
ing to an embodiment may include a data receiving step
(S110) of receiving the data from the device, a first deter-
mination step (S120) of determining whether or not the data
is first protocol data, a second determination step (S130,
S150) of determining whether or not the destination of the
data uses the first protocol, and a data transmission step
(8140, S160, S170) of transmitting the data to the destina-
tion according to a determination result of the first and the
second determination step. Hereinafter, the configuration of
the device refers to FIGS. 1 and 3.

Subsequent to receiving data from devices (S110), the
building controller determines which protocol is used by a
device that has transmitted the relevant data (S120) and
which protocol is used by a device that will transmit the
relevant data (S130, S150). In other words, the building
controller determines whether data that has been received
from the device is first protocol data or second protocol data
(8120). Of course, the building controller can recognize
whether it is data transmitted from the first device or data
transmitted from the second device based on the connection
status, and thus immediately determine which protocol is
used therein. Then, the building controller determines which
protocol is used by the destination of the relevant data
(S130, S150).

When the data received by the building controller is the
first protocol data, and the destination uses the first protocol,
the building controller transmits the data to the destination
without protocol conversion (S140). When the received data
is the first protocol data, and the destination uses the second
protocol (NO in S130), the building controller converts the
data into second protocol data (S170) and transmits the
converted second protocol data to the destination (S140). On
the contrary, when the received data is the second protocol
data (NO in S120), and the destination uses the first protocol
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(YES in S150), the building controller converts the data into
first protocol data (S160) and transmits the converted first
protocol data to the destination (S140). When the received
data is the second protocol data, and the destination uses the
second protocol, the building controller transmits the data to
the destination without protocol conversion (S140). The
building controller may receive the data as the need arises,
and then process the received data and then transmit the
processed data to the destination. Here, the destination may
be devices in another sub-net, or a central control server
connected to the building controller.

FIG. 5 is a flow chart illustrating a method of operating a
building automation and control system according another
embodiment of the present disclosure. Here, the system may
include a building controller connected to devices within a
building configured with a plurality of sub-nets using a
different protocols, respectively, to transmit and receive data
and control devices forming the sub-net based on the data
and a central control server connected to the building
controller.

Referring to FIG. 5, in a method of operating a building
automation and control system for automating and control-
ling the building using the building controller, a method of
operating a building automation and control system accord-
ing to an embodiment may include a data receiving step
(S210) of receiving the data from the central control server,
a first determination step (S220) of determining whether or
not the data is first protocol data, a second determination
step (8230, S260) of determining a protocol of the relevant
device subject to the data, a data transmission step (S241,
S272, S282) of transmitting the data to the relevant device
according to a determination result of the first and second
determination step, a step (S242, S273, S283) of receiving
response data from the relevant device, a third determination
step of determining a protocol of the central control server,
and a response data transmission step (S250) of transmitting
the response data to the central control server according to
a determination result of the third determination step. Here-
inafter, the configuration of the device refers to FIGS. 2 and
3.

Upon receiving data from a central control server or
devices (S210), the building controller determines which
protocol is used by a device that has transmitted the relevant
data (S220) and which protocol is used by a device that will
transmit the relevant data (S230, S260). In other words, the
building controller determines whether data that has been
received from the central control server or device is first
protocol data or second protocol data. Then, the building
controller determines which protocol is used by the desti-
nation of the relevant data. Here, the data transmitted by the
central control server may further include various com-
mands, and the data transmitted by the device may further
include response data.

When the data received by the building controller from
the central control server, namely, command, is the first
protocol data, and a device corresponding to the destination
uses a first device using the first protocol (YES in S230), the
building controller transmits the data to the first device
without protocol conversion (S241). When the received
command is the first protocol data transmitted by the first
central control server, and the relevant device uses the
second protocol as a second device (NO in S230), the
building controller converts the data into second protocol
data (S281) and transmits the converted second protocol
data to the second device (S282). On the contrary, when the
received command is the second protocol data transmitted
by the second central control server (NO in S220), and the
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destination is a first device using the first protocol (YES in
S260), the building controller converts the data into first
protocol data (S271) and transmits the converted first pro-
tocol data to the first device (S272). When the received data
is the second protocol data, and the destination is a second
device using the second protocol (NO in S260), the building
controller transmits the data to the second device without
protocol conversion (S241). The building controller may
receive the command as the need arises, and then process the
received data and then transmit the processed data to the
relevant device. On the contrary, the building controller may
receive response data to the relevant command from the
relevant devices (S242, S273, S283), and perform protocol
conversion or transmit the data as it is to the central control
server (S250).

Operation information, status information and the like,
received from the first device or second device are also
subject to similar operations and then transmitted to the first
central control server or second central control server. For
example, the building controller receives data from the
second device, and determines whether the destination of the
data is a first central control server or second central control
server. In other words, the building controller determines
whether they are data that should be processed by the first
central control software or data that should be processed by
the second central control software. When they are infor-
mation that should be processed by the first central control
server, the building controller converts various information
into the data of the first protocol, and transmits the converted
data to the first central control server. On the contrary, when
they are information that should be processed by the second
central control server, the building controller transmits vari-
ous information as they are to the second central control
server.

As described above, in a building automation and control
system and a method for operating the same according to the
embodiments of the present disclosure, the building control-
ler may process data using a plurality of protocols without
using a BACnet gateway, thereby controlling devices in a
building coexisting with two or more protocols. According
to the embodiments of the present disclosure, sub-systems
having different their own protocols, respectively, may be
integrated to establish a building automation and control
system, and data may be processed using a single building
controller, thereby enhancing the scalability and stability of
the system.

What is claimed is:

1. A building automation and control system for automat-
ing and controlling a building configured with one or more
sub-nets, the system comprising:

a building controller configured to control devices

installed in a building to form the sub-net;

a first device connected to the building controller using a

first protocol to transmit and receive first data; and

a second device connected to the building controller using

a second protocol to transmit and receive second data,

wherein the building controller includes:

a first module that processes the first data using the first
protocol, or converts the first data into a data of the
second protocol, and

a second module that processes the second data using
the second protocol, or converts the second data into
a data of the first protocol, wherein the building
controller is configured to:
determine which protocol is used by a destination of

the first data and/or the second data;
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convert the first data into the data of the second
protocol when the destination of the first data is
determined to be the second protocol;

convert the second data into the data of the first
protocol when the destination of the second data is
determined to be the first protocol; and

transmit the first data and/or the second data to the
destination of the first data and/or the second data
respectively; wherein the building controller is
directly connected to the first and second devices
without a gateway.

2. The system of claim 1, further including:

a first central control server connected to the building
controller using the first protocol to control a sub-net
installed with the first device based on the first data.

3. The system of claim 2, further including:

a second central control server connected to the building
controller using the second protocol to control a sub-net
installed with the second device based on the second
data.

4. The system of claim 2, wherein the first module

includes:

a first server communication unit configured to transmit
and receive the first data to and from the first central
control server;

a first data conversion unit configured to convert the first
data into the data of the second protocol; and

a first device communication unit configured to transmit
and receive the first data to and from the first device.

5. The system of claim 4, wherein the second module
includes:

a second server communication unit configured to trans-
mit and receive the second data to and from the second
central control server;

a second data conversion unit configured to convert the
second data into the data of the first protocol; and

a second device communication unit configured to trans-
mit and receive the second data to and from the second
device.

6. The system of claim 5, wherein the first and second

module, respectively, include:

a first and a second storage unit configured to store the
monitoring and control points of devices forming the
sub-net into a database.

7. The system of claim 6, wherein the first protocol is a

BAChnet protocol.

8. The system of claim 7, wherein the second protocol is
one of TCP, UDP, serial and parallel, or one of open
communication protocols excluding the BACnet.

9. The system of claim 1, wherein the sub-net is formed
in one or more sub-systems including heating and cooling,
ventilation, lighting, disaster prevention, security, and
access control.

10. A method of operating a building automation and
control system including a building controller connected to
devices within a building configured with a plurality of
sub-nets using a first protocol or a second protocol to
transmit and receive data and control devices forming the
sub-net based on the data, and configured to automate and
control the building using the building controller, the
method comprising

receiving the data from the device;

determining whether or not the data is first protocol data;

determining whether or not the destination of the data
uses the first protocol;
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transmitting the data to the destination according to a
determination result of the first and the second deter-
minations;

transmitting the data to the destination without protocol
conversion when the data is the first protocol data, and
the destination uses the first protocol;

converting the data into second protocol data and trans-
mitting the converted second protocol data to the
destination when the data is the first protocol data, and
the destination uses the second protocol;

converting the data into first protocol data and transmit-
ting the converted first protocol data to the destination
when the data is the second protocol data, and the
destination uses the first protocol; and

transmitting the data to the destination without protocol
conversion when the data is the second protocol data,
and the destination uses the second protocol, wherein
the building controller is directly connected to the first
and second device without a gateway.

11. A method of operating a building automation and
control system including a building controller connected to
devices within a building configured with a plurality of
sub-nets using a first protocol or a second protocol to
transmit and receive data and control devices forming the
sub-net based on the data and a central control server
connected to the building controller, and configured to
automate and control the building using the building con-
troller, the method comprising:

receiving the data from the central control server;

determining whether or not the data is first protocol data;

determining a protocol of the relevant device subject to
the data;

transmitting the data to the relevant device according to a
determination result of the first and second determina-
tions;
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receiving response data from the relevant device;
determining a protocol of the central control server; and
transmitting the response data to the central control server
according to a determination result of the protocol of
the central control server, wherein the building con-
troller is directly connected to the first and second
device without a gateway, wherein the building con-
troller includes:
a first module that processes the first data using the first
protocol, or converts the first data into a data of the
second protocol; and
a second module that processes the second data using the
second protocol, or converts the second data into a data
of the first protocol, wherein the building controller is
configured to:
determine which protocol is used by a destination of the
first data and/or the second data;

convert the first data into the data of the second
protocol when the destination of the first data is
determined as the second protocol;

convert the second data into the data of the first
protocol when the destination of the second data is
determined as the first protocol; and

transmit the first data and/or the second data to the a
destination of the first data and/or the second data
respectively;

wherein the building controller is directly connected to
the first and second devices without a gateway.

12. The system of claim 1, wherein each of the first device
and the second device is one of an air conditioner, an air
handling device, a fan, a boiler, a cooling tower, a pump, a
freezer, a lighting device, a power device, a fire device, a
disaster prevention device, a security device, or an access
control device.



